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Presidentôs Message 
As we start 2015, I am excited to present the first edition 

of this yearôs Legalese.   

Our members will be pleased to know that the Board has 

been hard at work organizing a full schedule of events for 

the first half of 2015.   

In February we will host two events.  The first is our an-

nual Student Wine & Cheese which will be held on Febru-

ary 19th and will be open to all members.  We hope that 

students take advantage of the reading week break to at-

tend.  The second is our signature social and fundraising 

event of the year, the Professionalsô Gala, which has been 

resurrected and will be held on February 28th.  The Gala, 

is an event sponsored and organized jointly by the Hellenic 

doctorsô, dentistsô and lawyersô associations.  For many 

years, it was one of the best-attended and most popular of 

all of our annual events.  Proceeds of the Gala will be used 

to support the HCLAôs Justice Karakatsanis Student Schol-

arships.  Please bring your partners and your friends and 

enjoy an evening of wonderful food, copious drink from the 

open bar, excellent entertainment and genuine fun.      

These events speak directly to what we believe is the heart 

of the HCLAôs mission - to create, foster and build a vibrant 

organization of likeminded professionals from across Can-

ada with a keen interest in the profession and community.   

On an administrative note, the HCLA has responded to the 

comments that weôve heard from many of you when discuss-

ing the HCLAôs membership year.  For simplicity, we 

changed the membership year to coincide with the calendar 

year (Jan. to Dec.).  You will have received and will be re-

ceiving requests to support HCLAôs initiatives by renewing 

your membership.  Your membership fees will permit the 

HCLA to continue: organizing and hosting CPDs and socials, 

awarding student scholarships, staffing the Greek commu-

nity legal clinic, providing support for law students as they 

enter this challenging and rewarding profession and creating 

a forum for lawyers, students, judges and graduates of ac-

credited law schools across Canada who are of Hellenic de-

scent to create a community.  The HCLA cannot grow and 

cannot thrive without your participation and your support.  

Enjoy this edition! 
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Roundtable of Diversity Associations Initiatives 

As you may know, the HCLA is part of the Roundtable of Diversity Associations (RODA), an organization of 16 diversity 
seeking associations and organizations within the legal community. In the last few months, RODA and its organizations 
have been actively responding to various diversity concerns within the profession such as the issue of the ban on reli-
gious attire during licensing exams, the legal challenges concerning the TWU law school, and judicial appointments and 
candidates for bencher.    

We would like to highlight two particular initiatives. One initiative is the Law Society of Upper Canada (LSUC) reaching out 
to RODA to comment on the Law Society's Developing Strategies for Change: Addressing Challenges Faced by Racial-
ized Licensees consultation paper. In early 2015, events will be hosted by LSUC to reveal their findings of the consulta-
tion paper and provide an opportunity for feedback. The program will qualify for 1 hour professionalism credit. Interested 
licensees can find more information on the LSUC website (http://www.lsuc.on.ca/racialized-licensees/) and written sub-
missions are welcome from all by March 1, 2015.  

The second initiative is that RODA was asked by 
the Toronto Lawyers Association to participate in a 
task force on paralegals regarding concerns of the 
profession about the existing scope and education 
of paralegals.  

More information about RODA can be found at: 
http://www.tlaonline.ca/?page=RODA. 

Picture: Representatives from nine associations at 

the formal ceremony that establishied 

RODA.  At the top right is then HCLA Presi-

dent Nikiforos Iatrou and former Attorney 

General of Ontario, Chris Bentley. 

Call for Mentors and Mentees - Mentoring 
Established a number of years ago, the HCLAôs Mentorship Program brings together our 
students and new lawyers with more senior legal practitioners.  The Program runs on a cal-
endar year basis and the 2015 Program is just underway.   

At this time, the HCLA is asking any members who would be interested in participating in 
the Program, either as mentees or mentors, to submit an application form (found at 
www.hcla.ca/membership) by sending an email to info@hcla.ca.  Applications are accepted 
year-round and we encourage any member that believes they may benefit from, or would 
like to contribute to, the Program to apply. 
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Wine & Cheese 
 

When :    Thursday February 19, 2015 

Time :  5:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

Where :  Conduit Law 

322 King Street W. Suite 402 

Toronto, Ontario  

Tickets :  Complimentary 

Please RSVP to  

social.director@hcla.ca  

Back by popular demand, the HCLA is once again joining the 
Hippocrates Hellenic Medical Association and the Asclepius 
Dental Association to present the 2015 Professionalsô Gala.   

The Gala, which brings together doctors, dentists, and law-
yers of Hellenic descent, has been popular for a number of 
years.  This year is expected to be no different.   

The Gala will be held on Saturday February 28, 2015, at Spi-
rale Banquet Hall in Toronto.  Please purchase your tickets in 
advance by logging in to your member account at 
www.hcla.ca or by following the links on the ôEventsô page on 
the website.  Tickets are selling fast so please purchase 
yours today. 

Our social calendar continues this winter... 

1. The Professionalsô Gala: February 28 

You are invited toé 
 

The Professionalsô Gala 
 

When :    Saturday Feb. 28, 2015 

Time :  6:30 PM - 1:00 AM 

Where :  Spirale Banquet Hall  

888 Don Mills Road 

Toronto, Ontario  

Tickets :  $100 (Dinner - Open Bar) 

Please RSVP to  

social.director@hcla.ca  

2. The Student Wine & Cheese: February 19 

On the heels of what was a busy Fall 2014 social calendar, 
the HCLA Board is proud to present two of its mainstay events 
during the Winter of 2015.: (1) The Professionals Gala; and (2) 
The Student Wine & Cheese. 

Details for both events are below.  If you are interested in at-
tending the events, please RSVP to Stephanie Voudouris at 

social.director@hcla.ca .  

The HCLAôs Student Wine and 
Cheese has been an annual event 
for many years and this year it will 
be once again held at the offices of 
Conduit Law Professional Corpora-
tion on Thursday February 19, 2014 
in Toronto. 

The Wine and Cheese has tradition-
ally been an event where we en-
gage our student and junior mem-
bers and provide them with an op-
portunity to network with and learn 
from senior practitioners. With the 
growth in our student and mentor-

ship programs, the Wine and 
Cheese has been popular in recent 
years and we expect that it will be 
well attended again this year. The 
HCLA encourages all members, in-
cluding our senior members to at-
tend.  

If you are interested in attending the 
Wine and Cheese, please RSVP to: 
Stephanie Voudouris at: 

 social.director@hcla.ca. 
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Recap: Fall 2014 HCLA Events 

Last fall, the HCLA proudly presented its busiest social calendar 
ever, which included four successful events.  These events cou-
pled our annual Presidentôs Dinner and Christmas Cheer with 
two informative CPD sessions put on with peer associations, the 
Hellenic Canadian Board of Trade (HCBT) and the Canadian 
Italian Advocates Organization (CIAO). 

The Presidentôs Dinner was hosted on October 29 at the Chefôs 
House in downtown Toronto.  At the Dinner, the HCLA awarded 
the Justice Andromache Karakatsanis Student Scholarships to 
two very deserving student members, Victoria Asikis and Nicho-
las Bourolias.  Victoria and Nicholas both attend the Faculty of 
Law at Windsor University and are active within the HCLA com-
munity.  

The CPD events took place on October 22 and November 12 
respectively.  The first, hosted at WeirFoulds LLP in Toronto to-
gether with the HCBT, was an insightful session that provided 
members with Greek Real Estate, Tax, and Estates information.  
The second, hosted at the Columbus Centre in Toronto together 
with CIAO, brought together a group of prominent practitioners 
to discuss the ins and outs of Financial Statements.  The group 
included HCLA and CIAO members Sophie Doukas of Grant 
Thorton LLP, Ted Evangelidis of Pallett Valo LLP, Francesco 
Gucciado of Aird & Berlis LLP, Gus Karantzoulis of Borden Lad-
ner Gervais LLP, and Domenic Marino of PricewaterhouseCoop-
ers LLP.  Both sessions were accredited CPD sessions by the 
Law Society of Upper Canada. 

The final social event of 2014 took place on December 3 at the 
Rosewater Supper Club in Toronto.  This event, the Christmas 
Cheer, continued the HCLAôs tradition of hosting a complimen-
tary event for members around the holidays to provide an oppor-
tunity to get together, to network, to celebrate the festive time of 
year, and thank our membership for its participation and dedica-
tion to the HCLA.  Again, the Christmas Cheer proved to be an 
enjoyable evening for all that attended. 

 

Pictures  

Top:  HCLA members enjoying the 2014 Presi-
dentôs Dinner. 

Middle:  Staff at the Chefôs House preparing 
meals for the 2014 Presidentôs Dinner. 

Bottom: Attendees and presenters at the CIAO-
HCLA CPD session including HCLA 
members Gus Karantzoulis, Ted Evan-
gelidis, and Angela Nikolakakos 


